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reduced to no lire ; in February 1938 it was as low as 50-65 lire, and from 30 June 1938 it was to be brought down to 30 lire per hundredweight. Thus, within nine months, the cost of transport declined from 247 lire to 30 lire. The example cannot be taken as applying generally, but it serves as a basis of calculation and indicates the scale.
Regardless of the modern transport services on the new roads, the natives still use camels to carry their small consignments of goods, and, naturally, the Italian Government does nothing to discourage them. They pack their goods in home-made fibre bags of various kinds, and as the pack-animals maintain a quiet and steady pace the freight does not get shaken about, and it suffers little in transit. It is a far more difficult matter getting imports from Europe, provisions especially, to their destinations undamaged. In many cases packing was faulty, and many goods suffered damage, the result being that, in the autumn, 1937, new regulations were adopted, with which shippers were obliged to conform. It has been found that cases weighing between 100 and 120 pounds are the most conveniently loaded, and in consequence preference is given to these.
We are aware of the difficulties that have been encountered in sending Somali bananas, most of which are exported to Italy, so that they reach the markets in perfect condition. (In the trading year 1936-7 bananas to the value of more than 50 million lire were sold in Italy and abroad.) It was not until ten years ago that sea transport began. At that time the Italian Government floated a special company, the e Ramb * (Regia Azienda Mompolio Banane}) that, until the autumn of 1937, had seven fast steamers in service, which passengers, too, frequently used.
Just as good roads are essential to punctual transport services, so the industrialization of the country is dependent upon the ability to get regular supplies of material delivered everywhere. If there were difficulties in the way of transport, cement, brick, and glass factories, and all the others, which are urgently needed, could not possibly carry on